HEPATITIS C

Hepatitis C is a virus that is normally passed through blood.

You can become infected by:

* Exposure to blood of an infected person.

* From mother to her baby at childbirth.

* Share needles or works for injecting drugs, tattooing
or piercing

* Can passed during sex, but this is NOT COMMON.

SYMPTOMS

About 80% of people who are infected with Hepatitis C do
not show any symptoms. Some people will experience the
following symptoms:

* Jaundice, which is the “yellowing” of the skin and whites
of the eyes.

* Fatigue.

e Dark urine.

* Joint pain

* Loss of appetite or nausea.

* Fever

TESTING

Your health care professional can test you for Hepatitis C
from a blood sample.

TREATMENT

There is no cure for Hepatitis C, although there are
treatments available. Your health care professional can
prescribe medications to help treat the disease and reduce
the symptoms.

Like Hepatitis B, Hepatitis C can cause liver damage and
lead to liver disease.

PROTECTION

You should absolutely avoid contact with the blood of an
infected person. This includes not sharing needles, razors,
toothbrushes, tattoo or body piercing tools and any object
that may have come in contact with blood. You should
avoid having sexual intercourse or oral sex with an infected
person. The proper use of condoms may reduce the risk of
Hepatitis C transmission.

*Testing for Hepatitis C and other STDs are essential
for your protection.*

Get TESTED
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For Free Hepatitis B & C and other STD’s testing:
ACCESS, Community Health & Research Center
HIV/AIDS & STD Prevention Program 2nd floor:

6450 Maple RD, Dearborn, MI 48126
Phone: (313) 216-2253
S.T.D hotline: 1800- 227-2470

Fund By US Conference of Mayors

It is illegal to reprint or reproduce this brochure.
Additional copies can be obtained by contacting the
Arab Community Center for Economic and Social Serives.
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HEPATITIS B
Hepatitis B is a viral infection that is transmitted through

blood or bodily fluids (Semen, vaginal fluids). It can be
transmitted through a variety of ways:

* Having unprotected (anal, vaginal, or oral) sex with
an infected person.

* From sharing of contaminated needles.

* From an infected mother to her baby during childbirth.

* Exposure to infected blood

SYMPTOMS

Some people will show no symptoms. Most people will
show symptoms 45 to 160 days after infection:

* Loss of appetite, nausea vomiting.

o Fatigue.

* Fever

* Abdominal or joint pain.

 General weakness.

¢ Jaundice, which is yellowing of the skin and the white
part of the eyes.

TREATMENT

Hepatitis B can be treated but not cured. Your health care
professional can prescribe medication to alleviate most
symptoms. If left untreated it can cause serious liver
damage and lead to liver disease.

PROTECTION

To avoid being infected, Hepatitis B vaccine is the best
protection. You must be vaccinated before infection in
order for it to work. You should avoid having unprotected
sexual intercourse or oral sex with an infected person. You
should not share or handle razors, Toothbrushes or other
personal care items of someone infected with hepatitis B
The proper use of condoms may reduce the risk of Hepatitis
B transmission and other STD’s.

TESTING

Your health care professional can test you for Hepatitis B
using a simple blood test.

*Testing for Hepatitis B and other STDs is essential

for your protection.*
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